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CONTEXT

CONTEXT

This report falls within the scope of the provision of expertise and support for a study
conducted by DG Shipping into the introduction of a circular economy for pleasure
boats.

It is a follow-up of a number of initiatives that have been taken since 2023:

e 1st study: Plein cap sur une plaisance plus durable : et si on développait la plaisance
circulaire ? (2023)

e Qualitative survey: Enquéte sur ’économie circulaire dans la navigation de plaisance : 60%
veulent se défaire de leur navire correctement (2023) (Cible : Plaisancier)

e Legal study: Legal study on the introduction of a circular economy for recreational craft
(2024)

e EU Event (18/03/24): On course towards a circular economy for recreational
craft (2024)

e Belgian Roadmap and next steps FR.pdf

Following these studies, a number of discussions were held with the administrations concerned in
a working group made up of:

¢ Vlaamse Waterweg

e Openbare Vlaamse Afvalstoffenmaatschappij (OVAM)

e Port of Brussels

e Bruxelles Environnement / Leefmilieu Brussel

e Service Public de Wallonie Mobilité & Infrastructure

e Service Public de Wallonie Environnement & déchets

e Federal Public Service Mobility & Transport - Directorate General Shipping

This working group wanted to conduct a survey among pleasure boating professionals to
objectively assess the situation regarding EOL pleasure boats, i.e. the number of cases observed,
and the risks and opportunities associated with the situation as observed by these professionals.

OBJECTIVE OF THE SURVEY

Online survey among pleasure boating professionals (waterway or port area managers, shipyards,
port or river stop managers, port concessionaires or watersports clubs, pleasure boat shipyards or
dealers).

The survey is structured in several parts:
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Profile of the various respondents (location, types of players, number of berths managed
afloat or ashore)

Estimated volumes of boats afloat, ashore, type of boats, flag, by type of boat

Estimated short-term risks (EOL boats or boats posing a risk to shipping or third parties)
Estimated medium-term risks

Assessment of the added value of implementing a system for managing EOL boats of boats
posing a risk



PROFILE OF RESPONDENTS
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Port manager or
83% watersports club

Represented:

Antwerp, Blankenberge, Brussels,
Huy, Namur, Nieuwpoort, Ostend

Under-represented:
Ghent, Mons, Zeebrugge

Not represented:

Hasselt, Liege

Type of berths available

Respondents have the following types of berths
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KEY FINDINGS

BERTHS AVAILABLE

A large maijority of berths are rented for more than 3 months (long term).
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Berth afloat Berth ashore
Port size Port size
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51-100 93% 26-100 D 50%
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SHORT-TERM RISK

Share of respondents identifying Share of respondents who already
between 1 and 10 cases posing a risk had to react to avoid a risk
Port size Port size
1-50 D 65% 1-50 D 547
51-100 D 317% 51-100 D" 857
>100 D 53% >100 D 38%



The owners of these boats are identified (76% of the cases),
but are slow to act (95% of the cases).

MEDIUM-TERM RISK

Respondents identify signs of neglect

Last used >1 year ago ) 71%
Signs of neglect D 69%

Overdue payments >6 months (D 35%
squatted @ 14%

INTEREST OF ORGANISATIONS

Port size

1-50 51-100 +100
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Free up space 56% 92% 67%

Solutions for oD 48% | CEEED 75% ) 67%

members
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risk

Financial impact () 37% | D 75% aD 47%

According to respondents, a system for managing
EOL boats or boats posing a risk in the medium term
would help to improve the image of the area under
their management and reduce legal risks.



CONCLUSIONS

The survey shows that most port or boating area managers are faced with cases of EOL
boats.

However, the number of cases per respondent remains fairly limited (a few cases).

Respondents nevertheless point to a medium-term risk for boats showing signs of

neglect. They see the potential added value of implementing a system for managing
EOL boats or boats posing a risk in terms of image and financial and legal risk
management.

Today, the problem seems limited, but we expect the figures to increase and it would
be wise to monitor the situation over the coming years.
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